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2026 L.I.F.E. ART SHOW
GENERAL RULES
1. Competition

The competition is open to all Elementary, Middle School, and High School students who are
actively enrolled and in good standing with a 4-H club, FFA chapter, er art class, or art club
affiliated with a school system that participates in the Laredo International Fair & Exposition
(L.ILF.E.).

Projects must be created by the exhibitor(s), and must be-created in Webb County in
accordance with the rules and regulations set forth by L.I.F.E.

2. School Status & Eligibility Form
Ineligibility and Eligibility Requirements:

Students who have graduated, dropped out of school, are enrolled in a Disciplinary Alternative
Education Program (DAEP) or a Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program (JJAEP), or
who are not enrolled in a school within Webb County are not eligible to participate in L.L.F.E.
activities.

(Need to review the below-maybe a generic eligibility form since students do not miss school)

In accordance with Texas Education Agency and local school district policies, all 4-H and FFA
exhibitors are required to submit a House Bill 72 (eligibility) form by 5:00 PM on Friday,
January 239, 2026.

House Bill 72 — Eligibility and Verification Requirements

In lieu of House Bill 72 (Eligibility) forms, internal vetting will be required for exhibitors who
are not affiliated with 4-H or FFA, including but not limited to elementary and middle school
clubs, private schools, and homeschooled students.

The Laredo International Fair & Exposition (L.I.F.E.) Office will initiate the internal vetting
process by emailing the appropriate sponsor or authorized official. All verification must be
received by the deadline specified in the email. Failure to meet the deadline stated will result in
the exhibitors being ineligible to participate.
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Internal vetting is required and must be completed via email by the exhibitor’s club sponsor,
school administrator, or other authorized school official. The email must confirm that the
exhibitors are eligible to participate and are in good academic standing.

All entry forms must be submitted online on our website, laredofair.com by 5:00 PM on Friday,
January 2374, 2026.

Any exhibitor who fails to submit the required registration forms by the deadline will be
disqualified from participating in any L.L.F.E. activities.

All other exhibitors must have the exhibitor entry form signed off for participation.

3. LIMIT OF ENTRIES
3.1 Each exhibitor may enter a total of two exhibits.
3.2 No more than two projects/exhibits per division may be shown. Divisions include:
o Livestock
e Poultry
o Rabbits
o Welding/Woodworking (Ag Mechanics)
e Canning
o Sewing & Baking
o Art

Note: Breeding livestock for exhibition is not included in this limit.

Example: An exhibitor may enter 2 Livestock projects, 2 Ag Mechanics projects, 2
canning/baking/sewing projects, and 2 Art entries.

3.3 An exhibitor may sell:
e One livestock, poultry, or rabbit project, and

e One non-livestock project, which includes Ag Mechanics, Baking, Canning, Sewing, or
Art.

4. EXHIBITORS

Participants in the Art Competition will be grouped according to the following grade levels:
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e Elementary School: Grades 3-5
e Middle School: Grades 68
o High School: Grades 9-12

5. SALE FEE

A sale commission not to exceed 5% will be withheld from the proceeds of each project sold
for over $100.00. The final commission rate will be determined and approved by the L.I.F.E.
Board at the meeting during which the fair budget is set.

6. THANK YOU LETTERS

All thank-you letters must be submitted to the L.I.F.E. office by the second Friday, May 8, 2026.
Late submissions will be accepted after the deadline through the second Friday in June, June 12,
2026, with a 10% late fee applied.

Submissions after June 12, 2026, will not be accepted. Exhibitors who fail to submit a thank-
you letter by the final deadline will forfeit all funds, which will be redirected to the L.L.F.E.
Scholarship Fund.

7. ENTRY FEE

An entry fee must be submitted with an online registration form and delivered by one of the
following:

e County Extension Agent (CEA)

e Agricultural Science Teacher (AST)
e Art Teacher or Art Club Sponsor

e Home School Teacher

o Parent of the Exhibitor

Entry fee payments must be submitted online. Accepted payment methods:

e Credit Card
e Debit Card

Note: School district or 4-H Club checks will be accepted through the L.I.F.E. Office — Please
call to make proper arrangements prior the deadline.

Unaccepted forms of payment:
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e Cash
e Personal, Family, or Business Checks
e Postal Money Order

Division Entry Fees:

e Art— Elementary: $30.00
e Art— Middle School: $30.00
e Art— High School: $30.00

8. ENTRY CLOSING DATE

All entry cards and fees must be submitted online by 5:00 PM on Friday, January 2374, 2026.

W-9 Requirement for Exhibitors Without a Social Security Number or EIN

Exhibitors who do not possess a Social Security number must submit a completed W-9 Form
using the school’s legal name and corresponding tax information. The form must be signed by
the school administrator or authorized school official.

In such cases, any premium, award, or sale proceeds earned by the exhibitor shall be issued
directly to the school. The school shall be solely responsible for disbursing the funds to the
exhibitor or the exhibitor’s parent or legal guardian in accordance with the school’s policies.

9. ART SUBMISSION & JUDGING

e Art entries must be delivered on February 10, 2026

e Drop-off hours: 1:00 PM — 6:00 PM

o Late entries will not be accepted.

o The judging will take place on February 10, 2026, by the division and age group at the
IBC Lago del Rio.

Artwork Identification Form

o Important: The exhibitor must complete all sections of the entry card to qualify.
If the exhibitor does not intend to sell the project, this must be indicated on the Visual
Art identification form

e The form must be taped to the back-left corner of the artwork

e A minimum reserve price must be listed on the form for entries eligible for sale
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10. ART SHOWCASE

The Art Showcase will take place on February 11, 2026 from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM at IBC
Lago del Rio
This event is open to the public.

11. AWARDS

e The Grand Champion in each division will receive a $500 award

e The Reserve Grand Champion in each division will receive a $250 award

o Both will be eligible to participate in the Silent Auction held at the Webb County
Pavilion during the Live Auction on February 28, 2026

o Banners will be awarded to Grand and Reserve Grand Champions in each division.

o Ribbons will be awarded to entries placing 1st through 8th in each division

o Entries placing 1st-8th, if meeting sale criteria, will be eligible for the Silent Auction
held during the 2026 L.L.F.E. Art Gala on February 12, 2026, at the IBC Lago del Rio

Grand & Reserve Champion winners will also be eligible to participate in the Silent Auction,
held in the Webb County Pavilion during the Live Auction February 28, 2026.

12. Results & Distribution
e Winners will be announced on L.I.F.E. social media platforms and the L.I.F.E. website

o Ribbons will be distributed to the exhibitor via their Art Sponsor, 4-H Club Leader, or
FFA Chapter Advisor

13. Dispersal of Unsold Artwork

o Exhibitors of unsold projects from the Silent Auction will be notified by the L.L.F.E.
office with the scheduled pickup date and time
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ART SHOW

SPECIAL RULES

Art Categories by Division

Elementary School

1. Drawing — Black and White
2. Drawing — Color
Middle School
1. Drawing — Black and White
2. Drawing — Color
3. Paintings — Acrylics, Oil, Tempera, etc.
4. Mixed Media — Collage, Graphics, etc.
5. Jewelry — Earrings, Necklaces, Cuffs, Bracelets, etc.

High School

Al e

Drawing — Black and White

Drawing — Color

Paintings — Acrylics, Oil, Tempera, etc.

Mixed Media — Collage, Graphics, etc.

Jewelry — Earrings, Necklaces, Cuffs, Bracelets, etc.

General Rules

—

All artwork must be original and created solely by the exhibitor.

. Entries must fall within a listed category; entries that do not qualify will not be accepted.

Unacceptable themes include:

o Satanic or violent content

o Nudity or inappropriate clothing

o Profanity or lewd imagery

o Gang symbols or themes
Artwork must not exceed 2 feet x 2 feet in size.
Frames are not allowed. All entries must be submitted with a mat border, excluding
canvas art projects.
Exhibitors may submit only one entry per category, with a maximum of two total
entries in the Art Division.
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Must be attached to the back of each art entry

L.I.F.E. 2026 VISUAL ART IDENTIFICATION FORM

Students Name

School/Entity (No Initials)

Teacher/Sponsor Name

Teacher/Sponsor Phone Number

Division Elem/Middle/High

Category

Reserve amount: _$

For Sale: Yes No

How many L.I.F.E. Projects do you have

Contact tele # Email:

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION
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